Since 1970 the U.S. Census has asked all Americans to identify their race and, separately, whether they are Hispanic. This means Hispanics can be of any race. It is widely understood that there is a small black minority among Hispanics. Less well known is that only about half of Hispanics in Census 2000 identified themselves in standard racial categories such as white, black, or Asian on their census form. Nearly as many people instead wrote in their own term, most often "Latino," "Hispanic," or a similar word. Many of these people might be perceived by non-Hispanics as "white" -but apparently they do not see themselves in that way. In this report they are referred to as "Hispanic Hispanics."
We find substantial differences among these Hispanic racial groups:
• Hispanic Hispanics are the fastest growing segment, and very likely they will soon be an absolute majority of Hispanic Americans.
• There are nearly a million black Hispanics. These people have a socioeconomic profile much more similar to non-Hispanic blacks than to other Hispanic groups, and their neighborhoods have nearly as many black as Hispanic residents. Many black Hispanic children have a non-Hispanic black mother or father.
• A very small share of Mexicans identifies as black. Still, there are nearly a quarter million black Mexicans in the United States. Dominicans and Puerto Ricans are most likely to identify as black. Cubans, in contrast, mostly identify as white.
• White Hispanics have the highest socioeconomic standing, they live in closest proximity to non-Hispanic whites, and their neighborhoods have a more affluent class composition than those of other Hispanic groups.
• A strong predictor of racial identification of Hispanics is the racial mix of the metropolitan region where they live. Among metros with the largest Hispanic populations, Miami has the highest share of white Hispanics; New York has the highest share of black Hispanics. In California and Texas, Hispanic Hispanics generally are the majority of Hispanics.
Technical issues: measuring race among Hispanics
The Census Bureau treats race and Hispanic origin as distinct concepts, although often users of census data and the Bureau itself combine them to compare information about non-Hispanic blacks and Hispanics. Background information about the Bureau's approach can be found at: http://www.census.gov/population/www/socdemo/compraceho.html. Census 2000 switched the order of the "Is this person Spanish/Hispanic/Latino?" question and the race identification question, asking the Hispanic origin question before the race question. This change may have affected Hispanics' response to the race question.
One source of information for this report is microdata from the 1980, 1990, and 2000 censuses (Public Use Microdata Samples, or PUMS). These data files allow maximum flexibility in the creation of categories of race and Hispanic origin, and they make it possible to tabulate many social and economic characteristics of Hispanics by their self-reported race. However they are sample data, and they are most reliable at the national level.
For information on specific metropolitan regions and census tracts within them, we rely on pretabulated summary files from Census 2000 (SF1 and SF3). Use of these files is complicated by the fact that people were able to report multiple races in this census, but summary files available at this time report data for only a few of the possible combinations.
For the purposes of this study, we classify Hispanics into the following categories:
• Hispanic Hispanics. Persons who identified as "other race" (most often writing in "Hispanic" or a similar term) alone or in combination with another specific race. The census refers to these people as "some other race" Hispanics.
• Black Hispanics. Persons who identified as "black" alone or in combination with another race. There is some overlap in the summary file data between this category and the Hispanic Hispanic category. About 120,000 Hispanic Hispanics also identified themselves as black.
• White Hispanics. Persons who identified neither as "other race" nor as "black." A more complete label for this group would be "white, Asian, or Native American." However analysis of microdata shows that 96% in this category identified only as white. A small but steady share of Hispanics identified as black in all three years, just under 3%. Though a small percentage, the number of black Hispanics has grown from under 400,000 to over 900,000 in the period. Who among Hispanics identifies as black or Hispanic rather than white? Table 2 shows that black Hispanics are very distinctive. They are much less likely to be immigrants compared to the average Hispanic (28% compared to 41% for all Hispanics), and much less likely to speak a language other than English at home (61% compared to 79%). They have an advantage in education (with a mean of 11.7 years, nearly a high school level, compared to 10.5 years for all Hispanics). On the other hand their actual economic performance is worse, with a lower median household income ($3500 below the Hispanic average), higher unemployment (more than 3 percentage points above the Hispanic average), and a higher poverty rate (31.5% compared to 26.0%). 
Size and characteristics of Hispanic racial subgroups

7%). In this respect, black Hispanics fall in between African
Americans (all born in the U.S.) and Afro-Caribbeans, a majority of whom are foreign-born.
White Hispanics have the highest incomes and lowest rates of unemployment and poverty. The table shows that Hispanics who identified themselves as "other race" in the census -those we call Hispanic Hispanics -fall squarely between white Hispanics and black Hispanics in their income, unemployment and poverty levels. However they are the Hispanic group with the highest proportion of foreign-born members and they are most likely to hold onto the Spanish language. We can also use PUMS data to classify the Hispanic racial groups by national origin, as reported by the census. Table 3 shows that Cubans are most likely to identify as white; Dominicans are least likely. Dominicans are the most likely to identify in the other two categories.
The highest share of black Hispanics is found among Dominicans (12.7%). There are about 100,000 black Dominicans, who are especially prominent in New York City. Puerto Ricans also have a higher than average share of black Hispanics (8.2%), and the highest number of black Hispanics are Puerto Rican (more than a quarter million). Though a very small percentage of Mexicans are black Hispanics, this group still includes nearly a quarter million persons. 
Geographic distribution
As would be expected -if only because of the differences by national origin -the Hispanic racial groups are unevenly distributed around the country. Table 5 lists the six metropolitan regions with more than a million Hispanics and shows their racial composition (a more complete list of those with over 250,000 Hispanics is provided in the Appendix).
Miami stands out with nearly 90% white among its Hispanic residents. New York, reflecting in part its Puerto Rican and Dominican communities, is unusual with nearly 10% black Hispanics. There is a more general phenomenon operating here. The racial composition within the Hispanic population is closely related to the area's overall racial and ethnic mix. Metropolitan regions with large non-Hispanic white populations tend to have a larger share of white Hispanics; those with larger Hispanic populations tend to have more Hispanic Hispanics; and those with larger non-Hispanic black populations have more black Hispanics. This pattern is demonstrated in Table 6 .
• In metros that are less than 70% non-Hispanic white, the white share among Hispanics is only 53%. In those that are more than 85% white, the white share among Hispanics is 60%.
• Where Hispanics are less than 5% of the population, Hispanic Hispanics are only 35% of this group. Where they are above 10% of the population, Hispanic Hispanics have a 45% share.
• Where the population is less than 5% black, black Hispanics have only a 3% share of all Hispanics, but this rises to 7% in places where more than 10% of residents are black.
This pattern is consistent with two kinds of processes that could influence people's racial identification. First, there is the phenomenon of intermarriage, already mentioned above. The racial mix of an area directly influences the odds that a given Hispanic person will marry another Hispanic, or a non-Hispanic white, or a black person. This choice may affect their own racial identity and certainly will influence that of their offspring. Second, there may be a broader cultural process by which people assume an identity more consistent with the larger community where they live. This would help explain what leads white Hispanics and Hispanic Hispanics to different racial choices, despite the overall similarities in their social and economic position. 
Neighborhood characteristics of Hispanics by race
A final comparison of Hispanics with different racial identification is in terms of the kinds of neighborhoods where they live. Specifically, how segregated are these Hispanic subgroups from whites and blacks who are non-Hispanic? What are their neighborhoods like with respect to class composition and nativity of residents? The relevant information is shown in Tables 7-8 , which are based on a weighted average of all metropolitan regions in the nation (counting regions more heavily if more members of the particular Hispanic subgroup live there). Neighborhood characteristics are based on the census tract where people live. (Recall that the categories of race and Hispanic origin from the summary file data partially overlap with one another; the sum of the categories is greater than the Hispanic total.)
The degree to which two groups live together in the same neighborhoods or in separate neighborhoods is one of the best indicators of social connections between them. In this respect there is a very clear and consistent contrast between white Hispanics and black Hispanics.
White Hispanics are less segregated from non-Hispanic whites (D=45.5) than from non-Hispanic blacks (D=50.3). They typically live in neighborhoods that are almost as white (39.6%) as they are Hispanic (43.8%), and where only a small share of the population is non-Hispanic black (9.3%). Black Hispanics are the most segregated from whites (D=61.8), and their segregation from blacks is unusually low (D=35.0). They live in neighborhoods where there are nearly as many black (28.2%) as white residents (34.0%). Hispanic Hispanics are as segregated from blacks as are white Hispanics, but at the same time they are more segregated from whites. Total population (SF1 definitions) 18,027,799 15,324,344 972,892 30,381,389 Compared to other Hispanic groups, black Hispanics' neighborhoods have the lowest median income, the highest share of poor residents, and the lowest share of homeowners. Finallypartly reflecting their own relatively low proportion of foreign-born -they live in neighborhoods with the lowest percentage of immigrants and neighbors who speak a language other than English in their homes.
Black Hispanics and non-
Again a comparison with non-Hispanic blacks is useful. Their typical neighborhood has a median income of $36,200 and a poverty rate of 20.4% --almost the same as black Hispanics, and quite distinct from white Hispanics. However, their neighborhoods have higher levels of homeownership (52.8%) and lower shares of immigrants and non-English-language speakers.
White Hispanics live in neighborhoods with a higher class standing and also more immigrants and non-English speakers. Hispanic Hispanics have some similarities to white Hispanics: they live in places where more than a quarter of their neighbors are immigrants and nearly half speak another language. However, the income level and poverty rate of their neighborhoods is closer to black Hispanics than to white Hispanics. And homeownership in their communities is at a middle point between the two other Hispanic groups. In these respects, as is also true with several socioeconomic characteristics shown in Table 2 , Hispanic Hispanics are intermediate between black and white Hispanics. 
Conclusions: Race counts for Hispanic Americans
Whether Hispanics choose to identify their race as white, Hispanic, or black is not a matter of purely personal preference -it reflects the social position of group members.
This is most evident in the case of the smallest group, black Hispanics. Their individual characteristics such as income and unemployment make them in many ways more similar to nonHispanic blacks than to other Hispanic groups. Whether Hispanics identify themselves as black is directly responsive to the size of the black community where they live. Possibly white Hispanics reflect an assimilationist tendency within the Hispanic community, a tendency for those who are somewhat more advantaged and who live in metropolitan areas with smaller Hispanic populations to become more integrated with the white majority. To some extent they are also rooted in intermarriage between Hispanics and non-Hispanic whites. Still, their socioeconomic standing is considerably lower than that of non-Hispanic whites, they are moderately to highly segregated from non-Hispanic whites, and they live in less advantaged neighborhoods.
The rise of Hispanic Hispanics may represent a different social tendency that is consistent with the continuing gaps between Hispanics of any race and non-Hispanic white majority. Though Hispanics are undoubtedly aware of the black-white color line in American society, this report offers evidence that they increasingly reject these racial categories and assert a distinct Hispanic ethnic identity. It makes sense that such a development would draw more heavily on immigrants and find more resonance in parts of the country where there is a more substantial Hispanic presence. The recent rapid growth of a Hispanic population that is not fully integrated into the mainstream economy offers conditions that support such a cultural turn and suggests that it will deepen in coming years. 
